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It was political costumes, drag queens and Scooby Doo, this year at New York’s Greenwich Village Halloween Parade last night. Attended by over 3 million people, this year marked the biggest turnout in the parade’s 31-year history, said parade officials. 

Hordes of people gathered behind metal and wooden barricades, which were lined up and down 6th Avenue’s sidewalks, two hours before the nation's largest public Halloween celebration was scheduled to begin. Rooftops and fire escapes were laden with screaming people and above Ansonia Pharmacy on West 10th Street, residents dumped colored confetti onto the crowd from their rooftop.  

The West Village became even freakier as wildly decorated floats and those 
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decked out in creative costumes steadily crept up from Spring Street to 23rd Street, accompanied by bag-pipers, marching bands and a constant playing of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” out the speakers on the Awesome 80's Prom float. 

From large wooden poles, giant movable skeleton puppets bent and twisted above the heads of goblin dressed people, in a section of the parade just for puppets. Headed up by Symphonie Fantastique, a couple of penguin papier-mâché puppets over six feet tall flapped their wings by the pull of a string.

The theme of this year’s parade was “Sweet,” but for this parade anything goes. 

Dressed as Dorothy from Wizard Of Oz, Bobby Carlyn of Chelsea, clicked his ruby-heeled slippers and shouted out to onlookers, “There’s no place like New York, no place like New York!”

 Carlyn says he’s been in the parade for the last seven years but he said, “this year is the craziest it’s been in a long time.” 

The Director of the parade, Jeanne Fleming said that more than 50,000 people marched this year. Fleming said she was expecting at least two million people but added, “I’m astonished by the crowd, but I knew with the good 
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weather it would be a good turnout.” 

Another parade-goer, Ted Smits, was also amazed by the crowds and said that last night’s parade seemed like the biggest turnout since the terrorist attacks on September 11.

“The trends I noticed this year are more monkeys and mostly political costumes,” said Smits, who has filmed the event since 1995 for his monthly segment, Ted-TV, which airs on Manhattan’s Public Access channel. “I have yet to see any pro-Bush stuff, mostly signs and outfits are in favor of Kerry.” 


Political fanfare included people sporting Kerry and Edwards ‘04 stickers, pins, signs, and people in Bush masks with shirts that read, “Had enough Bushit.” 


A group of five teenage girls calling themselves “The Axis of Eve,” wore protest panties, colorfully embroidered with anti-Bush slogans like: expose bush, weapon of mass seduction, and my cherry for Kerry. 

Two other teens wearing cowboy hats and nude colored skin suits, which gave them the appearance of being naked, held “Bush Girls Gone Wild” signs and received lots of applause and catcalls from spectators.
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Even the floats used their time in the spotlight to voice their political views. One float labeled, “Billionaires for Bush—Four more wars,” had men and women wearing business suits and throwing out phony money.


Besides the presidential candidates being mocked, governors were picked on too. Two men wore Arnold Schwarzenager masks and imitated the former actor by flexing and saying “Kalifornia” and “Girly men.”

In celebration of New York Subway’s centennial a couple of participants dressed as subway trains and even as the MTA map. 

There was a celebrity guest included among the festivities, actress Jennifer Tilly, dressed in a skin-tight black dress and an orange boa draped around her neck waved to fans from a float that promoted her new movie, Seed of Chucky.

“I can’t believe how wild it is,” said Tilly. “I’m having a lot of fun.”

The NYPD was prepared for the wildness and large numbers of people by deploying an average of 40 officers per block to man the streets.  Officer, McGowan said, “We just try and keep the parade moving and the crowd back.”

Commercial floats included those sponsored by Jet Blue, Mini-Cooper, and 
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Krispy Kreme, which handed out boxes of orange colored doughnuts to the crowd instead of candy. 

The biggest crowd pleasers did not belong to the celebrity guest or political activists, but to a group of young girls from the MorganScott Dance School. Wearing pumpkin and candy corn wigs the girls aged four to seven danced in circles to choreographed classical music while holding large circular lollipops to go with this year’s sweet theme.

“They were my favorite routine—just darling,” said freelance photographer Laura Weisman, 26, visiting from Chicago. 

“This is my first time at the parade, it’s unreal. We have the gay pride parade in Chicago but nothing like this,” said Weisman. 

It was Karen Lui’s first time watching the parade live as well. “I think my favorite were the huge group of little girls dressed as candy corns. So adorable and cute!” Said Lui, 29 of Riverdale.  

“The music from the marching bands representing Mexico and Puerto Rico really livened up the parade,” said Lui. “It injected some festive culture into it to break up the monotony of just seeing people walking by with costumes.”
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According to the Parade’s official website (www.halloween-nyc.com), 42 Bands of different types of music, Dancers and Artists played last night. 

The parade was scheduled to end around 10:30 p.m. but by 11:00 the floats including Wicked The Musical with Stars Idina Menzel and Jennifer Laura Thompson were still marching up around 14th Street to much applause. 

“Many of us have forgotten what it's like to play for the sheer joy of it,” said Parade Director Fleming. “Halloween is our opportunity to play, to create.” 


And create and play they did in New York’s own version of Carnival. 
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