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NYPD officer Billy Buchanan has the handsome, clean-cut looks that would make him a perfect candidate to play a TV cop in shows like Third Watch or NYPD Blue, but he is not just playing cop--he is the real thing.  

The 27-year-old, originally from Long Island isn’t a rookie either; he has been in the force for five years and expects to be promoted to sergeant by this time next year. 

A little under six-feet tall, Buchanan’s face is marred by a scar over his right eye, which cuts into his eyebrow giving his pretty looks a darker edge. He is Dominican, but only understands a little bit of Spanish, which he says still comes in handy on the job.

He lives in the Bronx with is wife and 15-month-old son, who he says has been busy tearing up his house already. 

His shift is from 3-11:30 p.m., five days a week, but he says he does not mind the late timeslot.

 “I’ve been doing it forever, it makes it difficult if you have a family, but not really since I’m home during the day,” said Buchanan.  

 When on patrol duty with a fellow officer, Buchanan insists on being the driver, “I’m the driver,” he states flatly. “I like to drive. I’ve probably driven the equivalent of driving around the world, just circling these blocks on patrol.” 
Yet, in reality he has never been to California or driven further than Virginia. 
Although he already did his mandatory years as a patrol officer, he still fills in when needed and answers the emergency calls placed to the 33rd precinct, which is located in the Washington Heights section of northern Manhattan.

While on his eight-hour shift, he stopped once for bottled water and then again at 8 p.m. for dinner, where he usually orders take out and eats in the car. 
He says, at times, answering the different calls from citizens in the neighborhood can feel like a referral agency.

 “If the call doesn’t require immediate assistance or an arrest we either refer them to civil court or to another institution to help their situation or dispute,” says Buchanan.  

With a shrug of his shoulders, Buchanan admits that crime in his district, “Is not nice, but it’s not that bad here either. It’s not a violent precinct or busy, but there is a lot of drug dealing.” 

Several years ago when Buchanan completed his patrol time, he joined a narcotics program for two years and was in charge of drug take downs. The selling of drugs in Washington Heights, he says, “Is like any other business, there are managers, bosses--it’s organized.”
Now, he normally deals with quality of life issues and conditions at the precinct, “peddlers, gambling, counterfeit stuff, we do a lot of underage drinking ops too, that sort of thing,” said Buchanan. 

When he was 21 Buchanan joined the NYPD, “I was going to college and I got tired of it, I was the right age and they took me,” said Buchanan with a distracted wave of his hand.  

Relieved that he doesn’t make his living stuck behind a desk in an office job, Buchanan claims his love to constantly try new things prompted him to seek a career in law enforcement.  

 “There are lots of options being a cop in New York City,” says Buchanan. “You don’t have to do just one thing forever, there’s a place for everybody.” 

“Plus,” he jokes, “you don’t get tickets when you get pulled over.” 

He adds that the academy recommends that officers change their line of duty every two years, so they stay fresh and interested. 

Despite being a public servant tied to the government, Buchanan admits that he did not vote this year, saying he was not happy with either Presidential candidate. 

And sometimes he says people are not always happy with him. 

“Some people don’t like you because you’re an authority figure,” says Buchanan. “But they are mostly good about the police up here (Washington Heights).” 

He is not sure exactly where he will be on the force in the future, but he hopes to make sergeant and be a supervisor to his peers.  In the meantime he is looking forward to monitoring his son’s walking progress. 
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